
  11AP English Language and Composition Summer Reading Assignments 
 
Requirements:  ALL ASSIGNMENTS MUST BE TYPED.  Be prepared to submit your 
responses into turnitin.com at a later date.  Bring BOTH of your texts and assignments to the 
first day of class.  
 
Books to purchase: We request that you purchase both books. The purpose for this is so that 
we can all use the same language and references in class. This will also be helpful for you, as 
a reader, to make notes in the margins for your own understanding. Both books should be 
brought to school on the first day of school. Please see options below if you are unable to 
purchase the book. 
 
  The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott. Any version of this text should be fine.  
 

If you cannot purchase the text, you need to pick up a copy of this text from the 
school. During the summer, the guidance office will hold copies of this text for 
you to pick up. You may also see one of the following teachers before the end 
of the school year to get a copy: Thomas Esterly, Kelly DiPrinzio, Megan 
Druckenmiller, or Jamie Mozzone. 

 
  Thank You for Arguing: What Aristotle, Lincoln, And Homer Simpson Can  

Teach Us About the Art of Persuasion, 3rd edition, by Jay Heinrichs, © 
2017,  ISBN-13: 978-0804189934 
 
If you cannot purchase this text, please print the following PDF. You 
must note that this is not the correct version – this means your page 
references and examples may be slightly different. 
http://swcta.net/moore/files/2011/08/Thank-You-for-Arguing.pdf  

 



1.  The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald – Reading and Response Journal.  
 
IMPORTANT: AP places a value on your original thinking. DO NOT consult secondary sources for this 
assignment!!!!! 
 
For each chapter: 

 
A.    Choose a 30- to 40-line passage that meets the criteria listed for that chapter (see below). 
B.    Provide the page number(s), the 1st line, and the last line of the selected passage. 
C.   Write your observations about each passage as directed below 

 
Directions:  Complete the following entries. Remember to discuss literary features + text evidence + effect 
in each response.  
 

1. Chapter 1 – select a passage that describes the setting. Respond to the passage by identifying the 
stylistic devices used by the author and comment on their effect on the creation of the setting. 

 
2. Chapter 2 - select a passage that develops a character. Respond to the passage by identifying the 

strategies employed by the author to develop this character and comment on the effect these 
strategies have on your reaction to this character. 

 
3. Chapter 3 - select a passage that describes the party. Respond to the passage by identifying the 

stylistic devices used by the author to describe the party, and comment on the effect these strategies 
have on your own reaction to this party and its participants. 

 
4. Chapter 4 - select a passage that gives the reader background information about Gatsby. Respond to 

the passage by identifying the strategies employed by the author to reveal Gatsby and comment on 
the effect these strategies have on how you feel about this character. 

 
5. Chapter 5 - select a passage that develops the relationship between Daisy and Gatsby. Respond to the 

passage by identifying the strategies employed by the author to show this relationship and comment 
on the effect these strategies have on your own reaction to both Daisy and Gatsby. 

 
6. Chapter 6 - select a passage that reveals the nature of the narrator. Respond to the passage by 

identifying the narrator’s tone and how it is created; comment on the narrator’s purpose in this 
chapter, as well as the effect the narrator is having on your reactions to the events and characters.  

  
7. Chapter 7 - select a passage that utilizes symbolism. Respond to the passage by identifying the 

symbolism and commenting on the effect of the symbol/s on the overall meaning of the novel. 
 
8. Chapter 8 - select a passage that reveals Nick’s attitudes. Respond to the passage by identifying the 

strategies employed by the author to reveal these attitudes and comment on the role they play in 
your own reaction to the ending and to the novel as a whole.  

 



A list of some strategies that might help you in your analysis. 
 
Stylistic devices to consider: 

- Alliteration 
- Allusion 
- Details 
- Diction 
- Hyperbole 
- Imagery 
- Metaphor 
- Points of view 
- Onomatopoeia 
- Parallelism 
- Personification 
- Points of view 
- Repetition 
- Rhetorical Question 
- Simile 
- Other syntactical choices, including 

o Sentence length 
o Sentence structure 

 
Strategies to develop character: 

- Contrast 
- Direct characterization 
- Indirect characterization, including 

o Speech 
o Actions 
o Thoughts 
o Appearance 
o Dialogue 

 



2.   Thank You for Arguing: What Aristotle, Lincoln, And Homer Simpson Can Teach Us 
About the Art of Persuasion, 3rd edition, by Jay Heinrichs, © 2017,  ISBN-13: 978-0804189934  
READ CHAPTERS 1-30.  Answer each of the following questions in a complete sentence.   

 
Chapter 1, “Open Your Eyes” 

o 1.  What tense do the most productive arguments use? 
o 2.  What is rhetoric? 
o 3.  What are Aristotle’s three traits of credible leadership? 
o 4.  What is the Chanticleer fallacy? 

 
Chapter 2, “Set Your Goals” 

o 1.  What is the difference between a fight and an argument? 
o 2.  What does persuasion try to do? 
o 3.  What is deliberative argument? (Hint: You’ll have to use context clues to build 

your definition.) 
o 4.  What is a conceding point? Why should you only concede a point that 

will not damage your case/argument irreparably?  
o 5.  What are Cicero’s three goals for persuading people? 
o 6.  How does “changing the mood” help your argument? 

 
Chapter 3, “Control the Tense” 

o 1.  What are the three core categories (“issues”) of persuasion?  Why is it 
important to establish what core issues you are arguing about? 

o 2.  How can changing tense help you be more successful?  Which tense do the 
various categories favor? 

o 3.  What suggestion does Heinrichs make for when an argument turns to fighting? 
o 4.  What is Argument’s Rule Number One? 
o 5.  What is wrong with most arguments? 
o 6.  What type of rhetoric is “the rhetoric of choice”?  Why? 

 
Chapter 4, “Soften Them Up” 

o 1.  What are Aristotle’s three most powerful tools of persuasion? 
o 2.  What are logos, ethos, pathos? 
o 3.  What is the most powerful logos tool? 
o 4.  What is the most important pathos tactic? 

 
Chapter 5, “Get Them to Like You” 

o 1.  What is the word Heinrichs uses for character-based agreeability? 
o 2.  What is the way to show proper decorum? 
o 3.  How does Heinrichs recommend one dress? 
o 4.  What does Heinrichs suggest if you are going to speak in front of people of a 

different culture? 
o 5.  Why must you change your decorum based on your audience’s expectations? 
o 6.  Persuasion doesn’t depend on being true to yourself; what does persuasion 

require? 
 



Chapter 6, “Make them Listen” 
o 1.  Identify and define the “3 essential qualities of persuasive ethos.” 
o 2.  What is another technique that can boost rhetorical virtue? 

 
Chapter 7, “Use Your Craft” 

o 1.  What is practical wisdom? 
o 2.  Why is practical wisdom important to build one’s ethos? 
o 3.  What are the tools to get an audience to trust your decision? 
o 4.  Every proposal should have which parts? 
o 5.  Why is inconsistency a useful leadership tool? 

 
Chapter 8, “Show You Care” 

o 1.  How can you make your audience believe in your selflessness? 
o 2.  Heinrichs mentions several tactics to demonstrate disinterest.  What are two of 

them? 
o 3.  What is the ideal state of persuadability? 
o 4.  What is dubitation? 
o 5.  In one-on-one argument, what technique of dubitatio is effective? 

 
Chapter 9, “Control the Mood” 

o 1.  Where does emotion come from? 
o 2.  Why is a “detailed narrative” the best way to change the mood of your 

audience? 
o 3.  Pathos depends on controlling your emotions and being understated.  What 

kind of speech should you use? 
o 4.  What emotion works best in persuasiveness, and why? What is its problem? 
o 5.  What is announced emotion? 

 
Chapter 10, “Turn the Volume Down” 

o 1.  What effect does passive voice have? 
o 2. What are the three ways to achieve comfort (or cognitive ease) in your 

audience? 
o 3.  How can you give an angry audience a sense of control? 
o 4.  What is meant by “setting a backfire”? 
o 5.  When does setting a backfire work best? 

 
Chapter 11, “Gain the High Ground” 

o 1.  What rhetorical mistake can be fatal? 
o 2.  In a political debate, which is more likely to carry more weight, morals or the 

advantageous? 
o 3.  What is a commonplace? 
o 4.  What it she commonplace’s evil twin? 
o 5.  What is one recommended way to spot a commonplace? 

 
 
 



Chapter 12, “Persuade on Your Terms” 
o 1.  What are the four steps in the technique for the strategy called stance? (Put in 

descending order.) 
o 2.  What is labeling? 
o 3.  What are framing techniques? 
o 4.  Why should you switch the debate to future tense? 

 
Chapter13, “Control the Argument” 

o 1.  What is one important difference between rhetorical logic and dialectic logic? 
o 2.  What does deductive logic start and end with? 
o 3.  What does inductive argument start with, and then move toward? 
o 4.  What is enthymeme? 
o 5.  What can be used to create a rhetorical example? 

 
Chapter 14, “Spot Fallacies” 

o 1.  What are the questions to ask to determine if an argument contains a fallacy?  
o 2.  What are the identifiers associated with logical fallacies? 
o 2.  What is reduction ad absurdum? 
o 3.  All fallacies result from a breakdown between what and what? 
o 4.  What is the straw man fallacy? 
o 5.  What are seven fallacies discussed in this chapter? 

Chapter 15, “Call a Foul” 
o 1.  While logic has many rules, argument has one.  What is it? 
o 2.  What was the mistake that presidential candidate Michael Dukakis made in his 

reply to Bernard Shaw? 
o 3.  What suggestion does Heinrichs make for when someone takes offense at what 

you said? 
o 4.  What is the central weakness of the rhetorical fouls identified in this chapter? 
o 5.  Explain innuendo, the threat, and utter stupidity. 

 
Chapter 16, “Know Whom to Trust” 

o 1.  What test does Heinrichs suggest for defending yourself from an ethos 
manipulation? 

o 2.  To Aristotle, where did the sweet spot of every question lie? 
o 3.  Explain, define, and give an example of “virtue” according to Aristotle. 
o 4.  What are the tests for determining someone’s trustworthiness and sincerity? 
o 5.  What problem does rhetoric allow you to ski in order to focus on the person? 

 
Chapter 17, “Find the Sweet Spot” 

o 1.  What is the “That depends” rule of practical wisdom? 
o 2.  What is the second component of phronesis (practical wisdom)? 
o 3.  What is the greatest phronesis ability a persuader can have? 
o 4.  In considering your compatibility with another person, what two questions 

about caring and cause are recommended? 
 
 



Chapter 18, “Deal with a Bully” 
o 1.  How can you personally benefit from a bully? 

 
           Chapter 19, “Get Instant Cleverness” 

o 1.  What are schemes? 
o 2.  Create your own example of repeated first words. 
o 3.  Create your own example of multiple yoking. 
o 4.  Create your own example of chiasmus 
o 5.  Create your own example of antithesis. 
o 6.  Why is editing yourself aloud effective in certain situations? 
o 7.  Explain litotes and give an example. 
o 8.  Explain verbing. 

 
 
 


